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BOROUGH  OF  DAVENTKY. 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

(councillor  L.  S.  Swan  (chairman),  His  VCorship  Alderman 
J.  Denney  (vice-chairman),  Alderman  D.  C.  Arnull,  Aider- 
man  W.  T.  Kilsby,  Councillors  W.  E.  Bird,  T.  Davis,  Rev. 
H.  G.  Earmar,  A.  T.  Knight,  and  R.  Neal. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

C.  T.  DARWENT, 

L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.,  E.R.San.I. 
(Temporary.) 

D.  [.  JONES, 

B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

(On  i\ctive  Service.) 

Sanitary  Inspector— xMeat  Inspector: 

FRANK  BAILEY, 

A.R.S.I  , M.S.I.A., 

Certificated  Food  Inspector,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Mr.  Bailey  is  also  acting  as  Rate  Collector  and  Valuation 

Officer  during  the  war. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  1945. 

My  efforts  during  the  year  have  again  been  helped  by 
the  active  co-operation  of  the  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Bailey,  has  again 
discharged  his  duties  in  his  accustomed  able  manner. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  T.  DARWENT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Area. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  3,635  acres. 

Population. 

rhe  population  of  the  Borough  by  the  Census  of 
was  3,608;  Males  1,783,  Females  1,825.  A calculated 
estimate  of  population  gives  the  population  to  be  3,8yU 
to-day. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  1,088. 

Rateable  Value. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  is  £28,872  at 
31-12-45. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate. 

The  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (net)  is  £124 
16s.  9d. 

Health  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  health  of  the  inhabitants  was  good  in  the  main. 
Apart  from  Tuberculosis,  there  were  only  five  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  live  Births  registered  in  the  Town 
during  the  year  was  66;  Males  28,  Females  38.  27  Males 

and  34  Females  were  legitimate,  a total  of  five  illegitimate 
being  born.  The  birth  rate  for  the  Borough  at  16.9  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population,  was  slightly  higher  than  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  which  was  1 b.  1 per  1,000.  There 
were  two  still-births,  giving  a still-birth  rate  of  .51,  against 
.50  for  England  and  Wales.  These  births  consisted  of  a 
male  and  female,  both  legitimate. 

Infant  Mortatily. 

During  the  year,  two  male  and  two  female  children 
died  under  one  year  o(  age.  Fhis  gives  an  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  6J  per  1,000  live  births.  A comparative  figure  is  not 
available  this  year  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  One 
of  the  female  deaths  was  illegitimate. 


Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  re^^istered  in  the  Town  was  56; 
Males  28,  Females  28.  This  gives  a crude  death-rate  of  14.3 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  being  slightly  higher 
than  the  1 1.4  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


Mortality. 

The  deaths  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  were  given 
as  from  the  following  causes: 

Males  Females  Total 


Typhoid  and  parat.  Fever.s 
Cerehro-Spinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whoopiiifif  Coiifrh 

Diphtheria 

Tub.  of  lle.sp.  Sys. 

Other  forms  of  TubercMlosi.s 
Syi)hilitie.  Disease.s 
Inflnen/.a 
.^^easle.s 


i 

1 


1 

2 


2 

2 
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Ac.  Polio-myel.  and  Folio-enceph  ... 

Ac.  Inf.  Enceph. 

Oancer  of  Bnc.  Cav.  and  Oesoph  (M)  Etern.s  (F)... 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 


Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  5 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Intra-cranial  Va.scnlar  Lesions  ...  3 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  9 

Other  Dis.  of  (hrc.  .System  ...  I 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia 
Other  Ues]).  Dis. 


Ulcep  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2 years 
Appendicitis  ... 

Other  Di<restive  Diseases 


Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Puer.  and  Post-abort.  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  causes  ... 

Premature  Birth 

Con.  .Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant.  Dis.  ...  I 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  I 

Road  Traffic  .\ccidents  ...  ...  I 

Other  Violent  Causes 

All  Other  Causes  ...  ...  I 
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Tuberculosis  Deaths. 


28  28  56 


Pidmonary. 
Male  •Ae'c  Female 
’ 1 62  I 


A ire 
37 


Non-Pulmonary. 

.Male  .\{re  Female  .Aire 
2 72 

34 


c. 


Infant  Welfare  and  Nursing  Facilities. 

A Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  in  the  Town  at  the 
Abbey  Buildings  on  the  second  and  fourth  1 uesdays  of  the 
month  from  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  The  Doctor  attends  on  the 
fourth  1 uesday  of  each  month  and  children  can  be  immunised 
on  this  day.  The  County  Council  exercise  supervision  over 
these  services,  including  Health  Visiting. 

The  District  Nursing  arrangements,  which  are  main- 
tained by  voluntary  contribution,  arc  managed  by  a Local 
Committee.  This  Committee  is  affiliated  to  the  Northampton- 
shire County  Nursing  Association. 


Infectious  Sickness. 

There  were  five  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  the  year,  consisting  of  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
two  of  Measles.  No  infection  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of 
age  was  recorded  and  the  Borough  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
its  clear  record. 

Despite  the  fact  that  one  of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  was 
that  of  a school  teacher,  there  were  no  further  cases  attributable 
to  that  source  of  infection. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year,  this 
being  the  fourth  year  the  Borough  has  been  free  from  this 
disease. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox,  Enteric  Fever,  or  Ophthalmic 
Neonatorum  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

In  all  cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  the  homes  are  vdsited, 
all  requisite  enquiries  made,  and  disinfection  is  carried  out. 

1 he  bedding  is  always  destroyed  after  a death  frc')m  Tuber- 
culosis or  Cancer,  and  the  owners  compensated  for  the  loss. 
Infectious  Disease  cases,  where  necessary,  are  removed  to  the 
Western  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Infectious  Hospital  at 
Staverton.  Tuberculosis  cases,  where  suitable,  are  received  at 
Rushden  Sanatorium  or  at  the  Manfield  Hospital. 

For  non-infectious  illnesses  the  Northampton  General 
Hospital  or  the  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby,  are  usually  used 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town.  A St.  John  Ambulance  is 
kept  in  the  Town  to  convey  patients  to  either  of  these 
premises. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Children  are  immunised  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  each  month  and  at  the  School 
Medical  Inspection  Sessions  at  the  Schools. 

Application  for  immunisation  should  be  made  to  the 
Health  Visitor,  Nurse  Waugh,  Long  Buckby,  Rugby,  or  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Sanitary  Inspector  at  the 
Moot  Hall,  Daventry. 

Number  of  children  completing  Immunisation  at  any 
time  up  to  the  3 1st  December,  1945  : — 


A”-e  at  Under 

31-12-45  1 

Year  horn  1945 

1 

1944 

2 

1943 

3 

1942 

4 

1941 

5-9  10-14 

M936  ri931 

^940  ^1935 

Total 

untler 

15 

Xo  Iininnnised  at 
awes  shown 

18 

25 

27 

20 

109  154 

Iinmniiised  at  agfes  1-4 
and  5-15  res])ectively 

90 

263 

353 

Estimated  mid.  1945 
child  })opnlation 

189 

348 

537 

Percentafje  protected  at 
agres  1-4  and  5-15 

47.6 

80  1 

65  8 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  houses  is  from  the  1 own 
Supply.  All  water  before  entering  the  mains  is  softened  by 
the  Sofnol  process  and  chlorinated.  Samples  are  taken  at 
frequent  intervals  and  no  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received 
during  the  year. 

Main  Drainage. 

The  Borough  is  sewered  and  the  vast  majority  of  the 
houses  within  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  system.  A 
few  outer  houses  and  those  which  it  is  physically  impossible 
to  serve  remain  with  other  methods  of  disposal. 

Housing. 

The  first  year  following  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in 
N.W.  Europe,  has  not  found  the  housing  survey  in  progress. 
It  can  be  safely  assumed  that  the  survey  must  be  made  at  some 
early  date,  so  that  attention  can  be  paid  to  the  niost  pressing 
unfit  houses  either  by  demolition  or  reconditioning. 
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The  continued  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials 
only  serves  to  aggravate,  what  is  in  many  cases,  a desperate 
situation. 

Progress  of  reconditioning: — 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  ... 

Number  remedied  by  service  of  Prelimary  Notice 
Number  remedieci  after  service  of  Statutory  Notice 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  ... 

Number  where  ciefects  were  remedied  by  owners 

Overcrowding. 

• The  local  overcrowding,  occasioned  by  the  pressure  of 
the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme,  has  not  eased,  and  it 
would  appear  that  the  Borough  has  to  face  permanently  a 
slightly  higher  population. 

This  problem  will  only  be  met  by  increasing  the  new 
housing  accomodation  and  running  in  conjunction  the  fuller 
utilisation  of  present  occupiec^  properties. 

Food. 

During  the  year  the  following  food  has  been 
surrendered  as  being  unfit: 

380  lbs.  Fish. 

350  lbs.  home  killed  Beef,  etc. 

The  following  tins  of  food  were  badly  blown  or 
defective  and  the  contents  were  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
The  tins  were  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

84  tins  of  Milk. 

270  tins  Meat,  Fish,  Vegetables  and  Soups,  etc. 

Two  sacks  of  Oats  were  surrendered  and  utilised 
for  animal  foodstuffs. 


115 

150 

58 

44 

5 


1 1 
11 


Milk  Samples. 

During  the  year  24  samples  of  Milk  were  taken  and 
forwarded  to  Northampton  for  examination.  Twelve  were  of 
Pasteurised  Milk  and  twelve  Raw  Milk.  Ten  of  the 
Pasteurised  samples  were  returned  as  satisfactory  and  two  as 
Failed.  These  samples  were  produced  and  pasteurised  outside 
the  Tow'n.  Eight  of  the  Raw  samples  were  returned  as  good, 
two  as  moderate,  and  tw'o  as  bad. 

On  receipt  of  a bad  report,  the  premises  where  the  milk 
is  produced  and  handled  are  visited  at  once  if  situated  within 
the  Borough.  IE  produced  outside  the  Borough  the  matter  is 
brought  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  district  where  the 
milk  is  produced. 

All  Bakehouses,  Butchers’  Shops  and  premises  where 
food  is  prepared,  (Cowsheds  and  Dairies  are  visited  at  frequent 
intervals  and  are  generally  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

During  the  year  poison  has  been  handed  out  to  any 
responsible  person  who  has  applied  for  it. 


